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but of those received after some familiarity with the country and 
its inhabitants. If the author had not mentioned in her preface 
that letters to her friends formed the groundwork of her book, the 
fact would not have been perceived ; for the matter is solid, though 
lighted with humour, and arranged with a view to continuity in the 
treatment of the various topics. This extract from a description 
of factory girls in some silk-reeling works is a fair example from 
these entertaining pages : 

Little creatures they were, all tidy and clean in their cotton kimonos of grey 
or blue, their hair tied up in the inevitable handkerchief, their little hands white and 
boiled-looking, as they kept plunging them into the hot water for cocoons. They 
sit thus all through the long monotonous day — I believe fourteen hours are not 
unusual — yet they seemed perfectly cheerful and contented, smiling and chatting, 
each quietly with her neighbor, hardly looking up, even at the intruding foreigners. 
No clattering in this mill beyond what was made by the machinery. No dirt ; no loud 
voices raised, either in merriment or in quarrelling. I think few things strike one 
more in this country than the contrast between its mill hands and ours. I do not 
mean to suggest that Japanese mill hands are models in every respect, or even remark- 
able for docility. . . . All I mean is that they are more agreeable in their manners. 

Special chapters are given to the Shinto faith, still the State 
religion, and to the sects and rites of Buddhism, which have greatly 
modified the national faith, and both creeds now nourish side by 
side with modern agnosticism. The ways and means of travelling, 
the drama, the shops and factories, the most notable art products, 
and the characteristics of the chief cities are, among other topics, 
presented in a most interesting and informing manner. 

Thirty Years in Madagascar. By the Rev. T. T. Matthews. {Second 
JSdition.') 384 pp., 62 illustrations from photographs and sketches, 
a map, and index. The Religious Tract Society, London, 1904. 
Most of the material for Mr. Matthews's valuable work is based 
upon his own studies of the island and the Malagasy as a missionary 
of the London Missionary Society. Beyond a very brief descrip- 
tion of the island the book is not geographical ; but it is perhaps the 
best account yet given of the progress of missionary work in Mada- 
gascar, and of the influences for good or for evil which Christian 
missions and other foreign agencies have exerted upon the develop- 
ment of the people. The author says that under French rule every- 
thing has been changed, some of the changes being decidedly bene- 
ficial and others not so. He thinks the machinery of government 
is unnecessarily complex: 

First of all is the civil administration, divided into sixteen or eighteen depart- 
ments, including public works, mines, education, exchequer, landed estates, forests, 
agriculture, police, topography, taxation, post and telegraph, etc. There are numer- 
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ous law courts, both French and native, as well as a health department with hospi- 
tals, dispensaries, military infirmaries and ambulances. Then there are the admin- 
istrators of provinces, fourteen in number, with their subordinates and a whole tribe 
of native functionaries; and added to these is the army of occupation, many parts of 
the country being still under military control. 

Religious liberty now really exists, and the Protestant mission- 
aries have absolute freedom to go about their work in their own 
way. With 80,000 church members, 80,000 children in its schools, 
and 280,000 native adherents when the French brought their rule 
into the country, the work of the London Missionary Society has 
certainly had wonderful development. 
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American Geographical Society. 

fiftieth anniversary dinner. 

A subscription dinner to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary 

of the incorporation of the American Geographical Society will 

take place at Delmonico's, December 21, 1904, at seven o'clock 

p.m. The cost of a plate will be ten dollars. 

It is hoped that ladies will be present, but smoking is to be 
expected after the dinner and during the speeches. A gratifying 
•number of Fellows have already signified their intention to par- 
ticipate. 

Distinguished guests have been invited. 

Fellows who desire to attend and have not already sent in their 
names should do so at once to the Secretary of the Society at No. 
15 West Eighty-first Street. 

The annual meeting of the Society will be held at Mendels- 
sohn Hall, No. 119 West Fortieth Street, on Tuesday, January 24, 
1905, at 8.30 o'clock p.m. 

The reports of the Council and the Treasurer will be submitted 
and the election of officers will take place. 

Information has been received that Dr. Otto Nordenskjold, the 
leader of the Swedish Antarctic Expedition of 1901-1903, will 
arrive in New York early in January, in time, it is hoped, to accept 
the invitation, which has been extended to him, and address the 
Society at the Annual Meeting. 

The Title-page, Table of Contents and Index of the Bul- 
letin, Vol. XXXVI, will be distributed with the number for 
January, 1905. 



